Applying for a New License

Complete aill paperwork and submit with the required fees to our office for
approval. Only fully completed applications will be processed and must include the

following:

Proof of adequate workers' compensation insurance as required by law
Certification of liability insurance

Proof of basic training in proper pruning practices as described below:
Affidavit of Training - Class A (PDF)

Change of Status (PDF)

Class A License: a copy of your current certification card from the International Society of
Arboriculture (ISA) or American Society of Consulting Arborists plus a notarized affidavit as described
under the Class A Tree Trimmer License section. ‘

Class B License: certificate of successful completion of the 4-hour training program provided by
Broward County Extension Education (requires a passing grade of at least 70% correct). One trained
person per job site is required. :

The County Training Program:

Training is provided by Broward County Extension Education . Classes are approximately 4
hours long and are conducted in English, Spanish and Creole at various sites around the county. Tree
Trimmer I class is followed by a multiple choice exam. Classes will teach proper pruning practices
according to American National Standards Institute A300 guidelines.

For a complete schedule of class meeting dates and locations or to register for a class, contact
Broward County Extension Education at 954-370-3725. Registration and payment of the
training fee is required at least 10 working days prior to the scheduled class date!!

Renewing your License: License renewal requires you to complete the necessary paperwork
and provide the required documentation (as previously described) and pay all fees. For the Class B
Tree Trimmer license, you must provide proof that you have participated in the Tree Trimmer II
program since your previous license was granted. To obtain a renewal form, please contact the
Broward County Permitting, Licensing and Consumer Protection Division at 954-765-4400 ext.
1411072.

Enforcement: Broward County Permitting, Licensing and Consumer Protection Division enforces
the Tree Trimmer Licensing Ordinance seven days a week. Enforcement officers look for unlicensed
tree trimmers and for tree trimmer crews working without a qualified person physically present on the-
job site. Any organization or individual operating without the required Class “A”" or Class "B” license is
subject to a notice of violation, a citation or a “stop work” order.

Violators who receive a citation will have their case heard by a hearing officer. The hearing officer can
impose fines up to $15,000 dollars per day, depending on the severity of the infraction.

» To report unlicensed Tree Trimmers please contact the Broward County Permitting,
Licensing and Consumer Protection Division at 954-765-4400, Option 2.



~  Know the Law!

Tree Trimmers

e Applying for 3 New License
e Renewing Your License
e Enforcement

The Broward County Board of County Commissioners has adopted an ordinance under
Article 15 of the Broward County Natural Resource Protection Code, titled "Regulation of
Tree Trimmers" for regulating the tree trimming industry. This action was taken as a result
of concerns about the quality of tree trimming practiced in Broward County, and to protect
the health, safety and welfare of the public.

All businesses or governmental agencies that advertise, offer or perform tree trimming in
Broward County are required to obtain a Tree Trimmer License. Licenses are valid for a
maximum of two years.

What is the purpose of this ordinance?

Through continuing education, this ordinance intends to
reduce the frequency of poor pruning practices such as over
lifting, rounding, flush cuts, stub cuts, hat racking and other
forms of pruning-related tree abuse. These poor pruning
practices damage trees, reduce their aesthetic value and can
make them more prone to storm-related failure, creating
hazardous situations. Tree abuse is prohibited under Chapter
27 Article 14 of the Broward County Natural Resource
Protection Code.

What types of licenses are issued?

Two classes of licenses are issued, depending upon the level
of professional training an organization's staff has achieved:

Class A Tree Trimmer License:

Requires a sole proprietor or a qualified individual for a business organization or a
governmental agency to possess an International Society of Arboriculture Arborist
Certification or be a Registered Consulting Arborist with the American Society of Consulting
Arborists. Also required is an affidavit stating that the required number of employees have’
either successfully completed a substitute training course or the training course offered by
Broward County Extension Education.

Class B Tree Trimmer License:

Requires a sole proprietor, a business organization, or a governmental agency to
demonstrate that they have the required number of employees who have successfully
completed the training course offered by Broward County Extension Education and have
passed an examination.
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Storm

Pruning

Specific types of pruning may be necessary to maintain a
mature tree in a healthy, safe and attractive condition.

Crown cleaning
is the removal of dead, dying, discased, crowded,
weakly attached and low-vigor branches from the
crown of a tree.

Crown thinning
suggested prior to hurricane season
is the selective removal of branches to increase
light penetration and air movement through
the crown. Thinning opens the foliage of a tree,
reduces weight on heavy limbs, and helps retain
the tree’s natural shape.

Crown raising
removes the lower branches from a tree in ‘order
to provide clearance for buildings, vehicles,
pedestrians and vistas.

Crown reduction
reduces the size of a tree, often for clearance for
utility lines. Reducing the height or spread of a
tree is best accomplished by pruning back the
leaders and branch terminals to lateral branches
that are large enough to assume the terminal roles
(at least one-third the diameter of the cut stem).
Compared to topping, this helps maintain the

form and structural integrity of the tree.

Lidde,

Before Crown Crown Crown Crown
Cleaning

Thinning Raising Reduction

Big tree - big trouble: This nice rounded
canopy hides the fact that the huge limb on the
lower right is poorly attached and could fall at
any time
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Hiring an Arborist

Pruning large trees can be dangerous. If pruning involves
working above the ground, or using power equipment,
it is best to hire a professional arborist. An arborist can
determine what type of pruning is necessary to improve the
health, appearance and safety of your trees. A professional
arborist can provide the services of a trained crew, with all

of the required safety equipment and liability insurance.

DO NOT “Hat Rack” Trees,
often called “Topping”

What is topping?

Topping is the indiscriminate cutting back of tree branches
to stubs or lateral branches that are not large enough to
assume the terminal role. Other names for topping include
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“heading,” “tipping,” “hat-racking,” and “rounding over.”
The most common reason.given for topping is to reduce
the size of a tree. Often homeowners feel that their trees
have become too large for their property. People fear that
tall trees may pose a hazard. Topping, however, is not a
viable method of height reduction, and certainly does not

reduce the hazard. In fact, topping will make a tree

more hazardous in the long term.

Topping is cutting branches back to stubs,
or lateral branches.

Topping Stresses Trees

Topping often removes 50-100% of the leaf-bearing
crown of a tree. Since the leaves are the “food factories” of
a tree, this can temporarily “starve” a tree. The severity of
the pruning triggers a sort of survival mechanism. The tree
activates latent buds, forcing the rapid growth of multiple
shoots below each cut. The tree needs to put out a new
crop of leaves as soon as possible. If a tree does not have
the stored energy reserves to do this, it will be seriously

weakened and may die.



Begin a cut at the edge of the branch collar
The collar is left intact after a proper cut

A stressed tree is more vulnerable to insect and disease
infestations. Large, open pruning wounds expose the
sapwood and heartwood to attack. The tree may lack
sufficient energy to chemically “defend” the wounds against

invasion. Some insects are actually attracted to stressed trees

by chemical signals.
New shoots develop profusely below

a topping cut.
weakly attached, and often become a huardw

Stubs left from topping usually decay. The
Topping Causes Decay

shoots that are produced below the cut are

The preferred location to make
a pruning cut is just beyond the
branch collar at the branch’s
point of attachment. The tree is
biologically equipped to close
such a wound provided the tree

is healthy enough and the wound
is not too large. Cuts made along a limb, between lateral
branches, create stubs with wounds that the tree may not
be able to close. The exposed wood %
tissues begin to decay. Normally a tree
will “wall oft” or compartmentalize
the decaying tissues. But few trees
can defend the multiple severe
wounds caused by topping. The decay
organisms are given a free path to

move down through the branches.

Topping Makes Trees Ugly

Branches within a tree’s crown produce thousands of
leaves to absorb sunlight. When the leaves are removed,
the remaining branches and trunk are suddenly exposed to
high levels of light and heat. The result may be sunburn of
the tissues beneath the bark.This can lead to cankers, bark

splitting and death of some branches.

The natural branching structure of a tree is a biological
wonder. Trees form a variety of shapes and growth habits,
all with the same goal of presenting their leaves to the sun.
Topping removes the ends of the branches, often leaving
ugly stubs. Topping destroys the natural form of a tree.

Without the leaves a topped tree appears disfigured and
mutilated. With the leaves, it is a dense ball of foliage,
lacking its simple grace. A tree that has been topped can

never fully regain its natural form.
Topping is Expensive

The cost of topping a tree is not limited to what the
perpetrator is paid. If the tree survives, it will require
pruning again within a few years. It will either need to be

reduced again, or storm damage will have to be cleaned up.



If the tree dies it will
have to be removed.
Topping is a high

maintenance pruning
. practice. There are

some hidden costs of

topping. One is the
reduction in property value. Healthy, well maintained trees
can add 10-20% to the value of a property. Disfigured,

topped trees are considered an impending expense.

Tree First Aid After a Storm

dangerous hanging branches that look like they’re
ready to fall. Stay away from any downed utility
lines, low-voltage telephone, or cable lines and
even fence wires can become electrically charged
when there are fallen or broken electrical lines
nearby. Don’t get under broken limbs that are
hanging or caught in other branches overhead.
And, unless you really know how to use one, leave
chainsaw work to the professionals.

3. Remove any broken branches still attached to
the tree. Removing the jagged remains of smaller
sized broken limbs is one common repair that
property owners can make after a storm. If done
properly, it will minimize the risk of decay agents
entering the wound. Smaller branches should be
pruned at the point where they join larger ones.
Large branches that are broken should be cut back
to the trunk or a main limb by.an arborist. For
smaller branches, follow the pruning guidelines
provided so that you make clean cuts in the right

Remove hanging and
broken limbs first

Reduce broken branches
back to a living lateral
branch that is about ¥ the
size of the broken

places, helping the tree to recover faster.

4. Repair torn bark.To improve the tree’s
appearance and eliminate hiding places for insects,
carefully use a chisel or sharp knife to smooth the
ragged edges of wounds where bark has been torn
away. Try not to expose any more of the cambium
(greenish inner bark) than is necessary, as these
fragile layers contain the tree’s food and water

branch if possible

In the aftermath of a major storm, the initial impulse of
property owners is generally along the lines of “let’s get
this mess cleaned up.” But hasty decisions can often result

in removing trees that could have been saved.

Doing the right things after trees have been damaged can
make the difference between giving your trees a good
chance of survival and losing them unnecessarily. The
National Arbor Day Foundation urges home and property
owners to follow a few simple rules in administering tree

first aid after a storm:

1. Don't try to do it all yourself. If large limbs are
broken or hanging, or if high climbing or overhead
chainsaw work is needed, it’s a job for a professional
arborist. They have the necessary equipment and
knowledge needed, and are generally listed in the
telephone directory under “Tree Service”
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lifelines between roots and leaves.

5. Resist the urge to overprune. Don’t worry if the
tree’s appearance isn't perfect. With branches gone,
your trees may look unbalanced or naked.You'll
be surprised at how fast they will heal, grow new
foliage, and return to their natural beauty.

6. Don't top your trees. While storm damage may
not always allow for ideal pruning cuts, “topping,”
cutting main branches back to stubs, is one of
the worst things you can do for your trees. Stubs
will tend to grow back a lot of weakly-attached
branches that are even more likely to break '
when a storm strikes. Also, the tree will need all
its resources to recover from the stress of storm
damage. Topping the tree will reduce the amount
of foliage, on which the tree depends for the food
and nourishment needed for re-growth.

Much of the information for this article was garnered from International
Society of Arboriculture (ISA), a non-profit organization supporting
tree care research around the world and dedicated to the care and

preservation of shade and ornamental trees.
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Sunshir

Always call 811 before \-/ou dig.

11 Plantation Road DeBary, FL 32713
(Boo) 638-4097
sunshine811.com

Dear Homeowner Association:

All homeowners in your association need to know that a free call to 811 before digging will help keep
their family and neighborhood safe. Why? Because many utility services run underground — often
through yards. If you dig without first having those underground lines located and marked, you could
run into a problem similar to a homeowner in Pensacola.

That homeowner was doing a simple weekend project — planting a bougainvillea. It ended with 15
firefighters, two emergency medical services technicians, four fire trucks, one ambulance, one gas
company emergency response vehicle, and a gas company employee! That homeowner punctured a gas
line buried in his yard when he thrust a post-hole digger 22 inches into the ground.

It could have all been avoided with a free call to 811. And that’s what we want you to tell the
homeowners in your association.

Spread the word today!

Please visit www.sunshine811.com and click on the Homeowners Association button. At the link you'll
find an ad and story for your newsletter, a button for your website and a link to order our homeowner
cards.

Landscapers need to call too
If your association uses landscapers, make sure that they also know about this free service.

Know what’s below. Call 811 Before You Dig. Safe digging is no accident. Help stop digging accidents in
your neighborhood and spread the word today!

Thank you for your help in spreading this important public safety message.

Sincerely,

(it R

Cheryl Ritter
Sunshine 811 Damage Prevention Manager
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